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Bomb’s
radiation

dioactive isotopes that were supposed to be 
contained safely underground for thousands

Bin. ROTH / A’>etwreg» Oal>y Newt ehoias
'olice Officer Dan Seely at the memorial service Tuesday night.

port, and Carl Hild of RuralCAP.

Please see Back Page. AMCHiTKA
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b stom a large auditorium to a try, finding that place to land 
small one, from Tuesday becomes increasingly diffi-
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mg program concentrated on Amchitka, ac­
cording to Pam Miller, the author of the re­
port. and Carl Hild of RuralCAP.

After meeting with the Greenpeace scien­
tists in Washington on Tuesday afternoon, of­
ficials with the federal Department of Energy

w

of years showed up in samples of moss and al­
gae taken last .lune from the remote island at 
the end of the Aleutian chain. The findings 
suggest radiation may be migrating through 
groundwater off the island and into the rich 
fishery of the Bering Sea, they said.

Biologists with Greenpeace and with the 
Rural Alaska Community Action Program 
said the findings so far don't indicate an im­
mediate t|ireat to the people and marine life 
of the Aleutians. But the study underscores 
the need for a more comprehensive monitor-
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effort directed by a panel of scientists not 
connected to the government. Greenpeace

■arets who were police academy mates of Officer Dan Seely sit in the 
ow at Anchorage Baptist Temple. Afterward a police motorcade escort- 
ely s body and widow to Anchorage International Airport.

USEPA SF 

■iilll

•ole camp heads every which way
TEVEN THOMMA
it-Ridder Newspapers 
ENVER — Entering the 

■s stretch of his bid for 
jresidency. Bob Dole is-
uite certain where to go.
lie and his top advisers

honor Dan Seely
ler than resentment for his death’ agreed the organization's findings are dis­

turbing and warrant a closer look at Amchit- 
ks.

Department of Energy Undersecretary 
Thomas Crumbly said Greenpeace has 
agreed to share samples taken from the is­
land so its findings can be verified by other 

. scientists.
Grtimbly said his department will begin a 

new monitoring study of Amchitka next year 
and is immediately moving to declassify and 
release records oh Amchitka radiation.

Crumbly said energy department scien­
tists using Greenpeace's data calculated a 
“worst case exposure" from the Amchitka 
leakage as a tiny fraction of the exposure an 
average American receives annually from 
background radiation.

remains
Greenpeace wants
Amchitka watched
By DON HUNTER
Daily News reporter

Testing this summer on the Aleutian island 
of Amchitka by the environmental organiza­
tion Greenpeace detected radiation leakage 
from underground atomic explosions that oc­
curred a quarter-century ago.

Greenpeace scientists said traces of ra-
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Dole’s campaign in Colorado He paused, then added 
who spent the last few days with a laugh, "Is anything we 
setting up a rally here, do normal?'’
switching plans from an out- With Clinton leading Dole 
door rally to an indoor rally, in every region of the coun- 
from a large auditorium to a try, finding ■

_ , - --  --------—.— J sows

morning to Wednesday morn- cult, like kwking down



AMCHITKA: Radiation VOTERS: Only about half
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hydrogen that tends to be 
It* of the fitiit nuclear

for the DOE to study the is- He recalls the stories of 
sue,” press secretary Chuck Capitol police officers' pa-
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Location and dates 
of nuclear tests
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Amchitka. a small island in the Aleutian Island chalnj 1,346;/, 
miles west-southwest of Anchorage-The flftal test, code' 
named Cannikin, involved a Spartan anthhalllstlc missile war­
head and was by (ar the largest underground test ever con­
ducted by the United States. The lest was considered too 
large to be safely conducted in Nevada.

Long Shot, was an gO-kiloton 
bomb detonated in 1965; the 
second, 1-megaton Milrow — 
equal to 1 million tons of TNT
— was exploded in 1969. 

The last, a S-megaton blast 
called Cannikin, was the
largest undergi-ound nuclear i,„king for the

wrong substances, or con- 
coaling finding.s.

The report says Canniltin

Conlinued hom Page A-1 [
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Greenpeace says it rejected 
the possibility that the radia­
tion could have come from 
other sources.

According to Greenpeace, 
after the Cannikin explosion 
and the resulting collapse of 
the bore shaft, or chimney, 
two forks of White Alice
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Th© Cannikin test
.. Beginning in 1965, three nuclear tests were conducted,ph,

seeing a cat "swelled to the 
size of a Gger,’’ with "glow­
ing, piercing eyes," which ap­
pears when there'.s a change 
in administrations.

Alexander thinks he’s 
traced the origins of that ghost 
story to Capitol policeofficers, 
who entertained themselves 
on night patrols trying to scare 
their colleagues. 

“You have to imagine the 
days when the Capitol was 
lighted with flickering gas 
lights, and imagine how the 
cats cast huge shadows on the 
walls, and lhe noise," he said. 

The mu.st documented of 
Washington's famous ghosts 
i.s Lincoln, whose tall, beard­
ed figure has been spotted by 
Queen Whilhelmina of the 
Netherlands, Winston 
Churchill and Margaret Tru­
man. A startled Churchill ran 
naked into the hallways of the 
White House after his visit, 
and Queen Whilhelmina 
moved out of .'the White ‘

He added that liis dog re­
fused to go into the Lincoln 
bedroom.

But Joint Alexander, au­
thor of "Washington's Most 
Famous Ghost Stories," 
which has been a bestseller 
nt Smithsonian Museums 
since it was published in 
1975, says ghost stories seem 
to be a dying .art form today. 

Alexander, whose book 
came out of a 19701 lalloween 
radio program he produced 
on Washington's haunted 
sites, said his favorite Wash­
ington ghost story uivolves 
lhe Capitol's ''demon cat," 
which is one of Washington’s 
few nonhuntan ghosts and 
said to haunt the building’s 
dank catafalque, built to hold

Frank Murkowskt, R-Alaska, Greenpeace stuff seriously,.. the remains of George Wash- 
said fuesday afternoon and we may ask for a peer re- inglon in the basement under 
Murkowski’s staff expects to view or just try to get money rhe Rotunda,

ago. In 1896, when Democrat 
William Jcimings Bryan ran 
against Republican William 
McKinley, 79 percent turned 
out — including an astonish­
ing 96 percent in Iowa and 
Illinois. In that year, only 
male citizens over age 21 
were eligible to vote, 

in those days, the parties

I----------;--------------------------- 1 environment. Tests continue
I Continued from Page A-1 | to show tritium, though at 

levels well Avithin drinking 
also wants Amchitka added water standards, scientists 
to the ERA’S Superfund list, have said.
which could provide funding But Greenpeace says three 
for remediation and provide of the 13 samples it collected 
public oversight. at Amchitka this summer

"First we must identify the were found to contain 
major passages of leakage,” americium-241 and plulo- 
she said in a telephone inter- nium-239 and plutonium-240, 
view from Washington. “We all long-lived ajtd highly toxic, 
certainly found some; there and demonstrate that contain- 
could be others. meut fields for bothLong Shot

“Whatever it takes to stem and Cannikin are leaking, 
the flow of radioactivity, they <"------------------- •* —■ •
need to do that.”

Greenpeace planned to re­
lease its report in Washing­
ton, D.C., today.

The United Slates detonat­
ed three underground nu­
clear blasts on Amchitka be­
tween October 1965 and No­
vember 1971. The first, called Hreek''dr8appeairad“h.to"'me 

depression, later emerging 
and forming a lake on the is­
land. The lake began draining 
into the Bering Sea.

The organization faults the 
government’s monitoring 
program for looking in the

!

test ever conducted by the
United Stales.

’The pkinned series, but es­
pecially lhe last blast, ignited is leaking because of a design 
a controversy in Alaska, the eiTor "that put too large an 
rest of the United States and explosive too close to the land 
in Canada, with some scien- surface so that mechanical 
tists warning that a 5-mega- containment was breached 
ton blast could cause devas- within two days of the deto- 
tating earthquakes and long- nation. Leakage from the 
tenn environmental damage. Cannikin site is probably ex- 
A last-minute appeal seeking tensive, involving groundwa- 
to stop the lest was rejected ter pathways through the bot- 
by the U.S. Supreme Court on tom of Cannikin Lake." ■ 
a 4-3 vote, and Cannikin was Hild, the RuralCAP biolo- 
detonated at the bottom of a gist. reconimend,s long-term 
5,785-foot deep shaft on Nov. monitoring.
6, 1971. Greenpeace itself The currents that sweep 
was spawned in lhe Cannikin past Amchitka carry nutri- 
controversy. ents into the Bering Sea,'Hild

Monitoring conducted by said. The ocean provides a 
the ERA and other agencies “huge dilutant factor ... but 
in the years since the Am- for everyone’s comfort we 
chitka blasts delected traces should put into place the 
of tritium, a radioactive form monitoring program lhe gov- 
of hydrogen that tends to be emment had pledged to do, 
one of the fitiit nuclear and maintain it."’

meet with Greenpeace today. 
Utt tvi/d-e

ctwie /I’-r-Ti+t /

Location of Amchitka Island
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says Curtis Gans, who has 
been thinking about voter 
turnout for 20 years. He di­
rects the nonpai'tisan Com­
mittee for the Study of the 
American Electorate.

Things would even be , .
worse if Congress hadn’t en- differed sharply; now they of- 
acted lhe motor-voter law, al- ten glos,s over differences. Be- 
lowing people to register lieving their well-being was at 
where they apply for drivers slake, whole classets of people 
licenses and in other access!- associated with a party, 
ble places. That law registered "Rarties don’t do mobiliz- 
between six million and nine ing anj' more,” says Walter 
million new voters this year. De.an Biirnliam, voting ex­

Still, Gans predicts that pert al the University of 
turnout on Tuesday will Texas. "The Republicans 
range between the 50.1 per- don't mobilize lhe lower or- 
cent participation in 1988 — ders,” he said, and the party 
lhe record low in modeim that traditionally played that 
times — and the 55.2 percent role, the Democrats, "be­
rate in 1992. came ytippiefied, gone up-

Conipare that to a century sc.sle.”
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